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JULY AND AUGUST 2010 NEWSLETTER
LEW BALLENGER, COMMANDER

American Legion Baseball is underway! We still need volunteers at the games…with many of our members on vacation; we all need to fill in when and wherever needed. (HELP!)

Bingo is still growing…and we believe it will continue to be a good financial contributor for us.

The BIG item on our agenda is our celebration of Independence Day on Sunday, July 4th. We want this to be an annual affair for our Post, and we’re preparing for a BIG TURNOUT…Please “talk it up” – Invite neighbors, friends, patriots, our contacts from other Posts, veterans who are not already in other programs – we would like for this to include the community.

As always, let’s greet and welcome new members, visitors…making them feel comfortable and welcome gives us a great opportunity to recruit new members.

Many thanks to all of our members and Auxiliary who are working long and hard to make this already great day even better for our community, families, friends, and POST 28!

FOR GOD AND COUNTRY

RON TAYLOR, 1ST VICE COMMANDER

Hello Legionnaires – it is almost time to send in dues for 2011. We have some members that have not paid for 2009 or 2010. We would like to keep every one of our members, so please look at your ID card and see when it expires. As I said in the first newsletter, Post 28 is growing and we need all of our current members, we well as new members to make it grow. If you are having trouble paying your dues, let us know and we will try to help you our. We need young bloods to help in our activities around the Post. We have Bingo running, as well as ballgames and we need help to run these jobs, as well as the jobs around the Post too.
We are having a FUN DAY FOR THE 4TH OF JULY! We will have live music and lots of good food to eat. We will have activities such as inflatable and horseshoes to entertain the children and adults. COME OUT AAND SPEND THE EVENING WITH US ON THE 4TH OF JULY!!
FOR GOD AND COUNTRY

JIM HARBISON, ADJUTANT

PLEASE KEEP THIS IN MIND!!

July 4th will be a big celebration at Post 28 – hotdogs, hamburgers, etc – music by the Spartanburg Community Band, and others. Bring your umbrellas and lawn chairs and have a WONDERFUL JULY 4TH!

Our museum will be open. Horseshoes contest and other games!!! Don’t miss this July 4th at the Post. We would like to renew acquaintances with all our members.

On another subject: As the year 2009-2010 ends June 30, 2010, our membership stands as follows:

370 Paid Up 2010 members; 36 – 2009 members that are in good standing until December 31,2010; FOR A TOTAL 406 MEMBERSHIP with 29 members passed away in 2009-2010; 35 members lost to non-payment of 2008 dues; and we lost a total of 64 members this past year – a total of 667 years service to Post 28. These men will be hard to replace, if ever.
We are endeavoring to communicate Spartanburg Post 28’s need for all to remit their dues and stay with us. Thank you for all you do!
FOR GOD AND COUNTRY

JESSE CAMPBELL, FINANCE OFFICER AND ATHLETIC DIRECTOR:

WE HAVE HAD VETERANS AND FAMILIES TO ASK FOR HELP. WE ASK THAT YOU BRING CANNED FOOD TO THE POST THE NEXT TIME YOU ARE HERE AT THE POST, OUR STORES ARE GETTING SMALLER.

A few words about our Baseball Team: We have played 8 games and our record is 4 wins and 4 losses. St the present, we are in 3rd place, Greer is in First with an 8 to 1 record and Gaffney is second with a 7 to 2 record. Hopefully we can keep winning enough to stay in 3rd place which means we would be in the playoffs. 
Most of you know that I was in the hospital for 5 days and got home just in time on May 25th to give the Code of Conduct by phone over a speaker set-up at home plate. Thanks to the efforts of Jim and my son Mike and his wife Khonda, I was able to start my 36th year of giving the code at home plate. I also thank the volunteers that have given their time taking up tickets and running the canteen – and whatever else needed to be done. I will not mention names at this time for fear of leaving someone out. You know who you are and thanks for making things a lot easier for Jim and me.
The weather has been chaotic for the Baseball Games. They will be rescheduled.

PLEASE CALL POST 28 AT 253-0376; OR JESSE CAMPBELL AT 585-3578; OR JIM HARBISON AT 591-8945 (Home) 764-2562 (cell).

Hope to see you at the Baseball Games! Your Finance Officer and A.D.

FOR GOD AND COUNTRY!

DAVE FELTY, POST 28 SERVICE OFFICER
Summer Greetings!!! Hope your summer has started off pleasantly and I hope that it continues.

I have had a number of calls recently with people wanting to update their claims of having problems with the VA with their new claims. I am having issues as well. Let me make some suggestions to you on how to get some answers or at least kick the system a little.

#1 – BE PATIENT. It sounds like an excuse but the VA is inundated with claims for a variety of reasons. They are attempting to get more counselors and administrative staff, but that too has a process associated with it and they cannot just hire anybody off of the street. They must meet minimum qualifications. Because of the influx of claims and the shortage of workers, it takes time to process claims. Right now it is taking at least 6 months to process new claims and can take as much as one year, Ridiculous, isn’t  it, but this is straight form a VA counselor that I spoke with this past week.
#2 – COPY the following numbers to get some answers. 

a) 864-585-2553 for the Spartanburg Veterans’ Affairs
b) 1-800-827-1000 to check the status of your VA claim. Have your SSN/VA # ready before you call. Also, you must be the actual veteran or be listed on the claim as being authorized to obtain info or they will not give it. After you dial the 800 #, at the prompts press 1,1,0.
#3 – BE PATIENT. Don’t kill the messenger. They are simply the person on the other end of the phone line and cannot physically do anything about the claim itself. However, they can query the system and help you get a status.
#4 – Keep all correspondence you receive and transmit to the VA. It doesn’t matter if it is a simple form letter that says the VA is working on your case, keep it!
My personal example is I filed a claim with the VA in mid-November 2009. I got a letter at the end of November that says they received my claim. In January, I got form letter that said they were still working on it. I got another form letter in May that said they were working on it. In June, I called the 800 #. My claim had not been updated since December, but yet I had received the form letters and I am a patient person on these sorts of things. It bothers me that the system can push our superfluous paperwork but does not seen to be able to talk to the rest of the system. The info I got from the 800 # helped me to kick the system and I hope to get an updated status within the next week or so. But the counselor told me that it is taking 6-12 months on cases like mine to get resolution.
If you have any questions or concerns, I can be reached at 864-357-6845 and will assist you wherever I can.

FOR GOD AND COUNTRY!

ED HALL, MUSEUM CURATOR AND LIBRARIAN
Our “Flying Things” Summer Camp was a great success and raised $1000 for Museum operations. The money will be used to acquire new items and artifacts. This year’s camp also produced five Aviation Merit Badges for Boy Scouts who were attending the camp. This year also saw the first young lady camp attendee. The 11 campers had a good time and learned something about aviation and aviation history. The end of camp flying contest was a lot of fun and AMA Medals were awarded to a total of six campers. After the first weeks flying contest, the Gold Medal winner outside to fly with a warning not to wind it up too much. Paying no attention to camp director, Ed Hall, the young man wound his rubber band engine up – launched it, and we all watched it rise high into the sky and was last seen flying toward Cedar Springs! Camp helpers were David Felty and David Fudge. We’ll do the camp again next year and expect the camp to be larger as the word is getting around that the camp is a lot of fun and time well spent.
FOR GOOD AND COUNTRY

ALFRED (Joe) BELVILLE, CHAPLAIN 
First and foremost I must apologize for missing the last 2 breakfast meetings – one in Ohio on family health problems there. And quite honestly was working at home and forgot the last meeting. I will get with the routine. I have been faithful to our new bingo enterprise. As always, keep our troops standing between us and the enemy in Prayer Daily.

FOR GOD AND COUNTRY

HONOR GUARD REPORT: JAN – JUNE 2010:

KEN BARTON, COORDINATOR

So far this year, the Honor Guard has rendered military honors in six funerals. The Guard participated in the Memorial Ceremony at Veterans Point in Duncan Park and also presented the Colors and fired a rifle salute at the USC Upstate music concert on May 30, 2010. We conducted a flag raising ceremony for the residents of the Summit Hills Retirement Center on June 14th.
The Guard is now as well-equipped, uniform-wise, as it had ever been. Most of the members new have a Navy all-weather coat with shoulder patches and all now have uniform gray trousers. We should be looking much sharper the rest of the year.
AUXILIARY UNIT 28

GENEVA PADGETT, PRESIDENT

MAY WAS A BUSY MONTH! Thanks to everyone that helped with the Boys and Girls State reception. It was great to be able to send 16 girls to learn more about our government. CONGRATULATIONS to Rachel Smith, a delegate from Spartanburg High School. She was elected Governor. Minnie Whitt and I attended the TEA in honor of the Palmetto Girls State Delegates. It was wonderful.
MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND we placed flags on the graves of veterans at Heritage Cemetery. The Poppy donations went really well, $979.50 was collected.
THE MEMORIAL AT DUNCAN PARK went well also, then on to USC-Upstate to enjoy to music of the Spartanburg Community Band.

CAMPBELL VA NURSING HOME: On Thursday, June 24th, 6 members took desserts and bingo prizes. Each veteran received a treat bag. They all seemed to enjoy it very much and so did we. Thanks to Ray and Harry for their continued help. If you missed this time, we will be going again in September. Come, go with us, It is a great outing.

THE BALL GAMES are almost over. Help is still needed with the 50/50 ticket sales.
BINGO is still going on. We are working the canteen and could use some extra hands on Tuesday nights. Anyone with a few free hours to spare would greatly be appreciated.

YARD SALE:

Friday and Saturday, August 20th and 21st, 2010 at 8 am until 2 pm. Set up for yard sale will take place on Wednesday and Thursday August 18th and 19th until…  THIS is our biggest fundraiser. Get your donations ready and don’t forget to price them.

As we focus on July 4th, we should remember what a wonderful country we live in and thank our Veterans who have helped make this a true statement…ONE NATION UNDER GOD!
Our next General meeting will be Saturday, August 7, 2010.
GOD BLESS AMERICA! Geneva
